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2nd Grade – Mrs. Cherry
“My Big Backyard”

My Big Backyard
Second grade students will explore how living things and nonliving things are 

interconnected. This multidisciplinary unit will begin with the study of Earth’s 
major biomes. Students will learn how to classify animals by their similarities 

and differences. Students will explore how food chains and food webs are 
important to an animal’s survival and surrounding ecosystems. The children will 
also spend time learning and researching the seven exciting “natural wonders” 
of Georgia- Stone Mountain, Amicalola Falls, Warm Springs, Radium Springs, 
Okefenokee Swamp, Tallulah Gorge, and Providence Canyon. As a culminating 

project, each 2nd grade student will have the opportunity to create Georgia’s 
eighth  Natural Wonder.



Your Voice Your Vote!
3rd Grade Unit

This 3rd grade GATE unit will focus on Political Science. The students will have the opportunity 
to explore the following topics:

● Defining Democracy in America
● History of Political Systems/Governments Around the World
● Birth of Democracy in the U.S.- The Charters of Freedom
● Electoral College System and how it used in our Presidential Election
● Political Parties
● Political Campaigns/Propaganda Techniques
● Who Can Run for President?
● Heroes of Democracy

Due to the timing of our unit, we will also pull in kid-friendly news articles and make 
connections to the upcoming presidential election.



4th Grade - Mrs. Cherry
“World’s Greatest Traveler”

This is a 4th grade Social Studies unit designed to help students 
appreciate geography and culture around the World. The students will 
explore the various time zones in the United States. Students will also 

learn important map skills such as identifying major lines on a 
map-longitude and latitude, equator, tropics, prime meridian, and many 

more. Throughout the unit lessons, students will use data retrieval charts 
and graphic organizers, take notes, record information in journals, and 
share information learned through research projects and persuasive 

writing.  4th grade GATE students will also have the opportunity to travel 
around the world to explore Antarctica, Nepal, Australia, and Oman. As a 
culminating project, students will create their own travel slideshow using 

“Google Slides”. 



   “Ocean Commotion”   &
 “Under the Big Top” 
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“Life Is a Balancing Act”
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        Have you ever wondered whether the forensic science you see on TV is anything like the 

real thing?  In reality, solving a crime takes a lot longer than a 60-minute episode of CSI, and it 

takes science!  How can you use science to solve a crime?  There's no better way to find out 

than to roll up your sleeves and do it yourself, and in this unit that is exactly what we are 

going to do! Students will be engaged in a variety of lessons that will help them to understand 

the importance of science in solving modern day crimes. Lessons in this 5th grade GATE unit 

will include:

● introduction to forensic science

● the crime scene

● forensic science careers

● handwriting analysis and forgery

● impression evidence

● Mysteries in History - The Lindbergh case

● fingerprints

● eyewitness testimony

● DNA evidence
 

The Science Behind Forensic Science
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http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.sengifted.org/
http://www.mindware.com/


Food for thought. . .



▶

▶

▶

▶


